
To learn about the 

many reasons why 

people in the 

medieval period 

went on pilgrimage.   

 

To understand the 

key differences and 

similarities between 

medieval pilgrimage 

and pilgrimage 

today. 

 

To form a 

substantive answer 

to the enquiry 

question based on 

the learning from 

the lesson. 

  

 

The Church was very important in 

medieval life, religious belief 

encompassed all aspects of daily living. 

 

Concepts of heaven, hell and purgatory, 

studied through the image of a Doom 

painting. 

 

Purgatory was not seen as a permanent 

place to remain, and indulgences could 

help speed up time in purgatory. 

 

Introduction to pilgrimage and the 

many overlapping reasons why 

medieval people went on pilgrimage 

Key differences and similarities 

between medieval pilgrimage and 

pilgrimage today. 

 

Necessary practical considerations for 

medieval pilgrims. 

PPT 1: Bell work   

Students look at the images and 

suggest links between all three. 

Teacher talk to establish the church 

was extremely important in the lives of 

people in the medieval period. 

 

PPT 2-3: Intro to enquiry question 

 

PPT 4-7: Main Activity 1  

Heaven, hell and purgatory. Teacher 

talk for background. Activity: Students 

analyse Doom painting (can be done 

either as think-pair-share followed by 

whole-class discussion, or just as a 

class).  

 

PPT 6: Quick progress check 

 

PPT 7: Recap of purgatory as a 

temporary place. 

 

Included: 

Lesson PowerPoint (PPT)   

 

Doom painting for students to 

annotate (optional printout) 

 

Check box worksheet of reasons why 

people went on pilgrimage 

 

Handouts of Roger and Mary, and of 

York and Canterbury 

 

Suggested: 

Glossary of key words and simple 

map detailing York and Canterbury, if 

you would like to provide these for 

your students 

 

Glue and scissors 

 



 

PPT 8: Think, pair, share  

What is pilgrimage? 

 

9-19: Main Activity 2 

Why did people in the medieval period 

go on pilgrimage? Students view the 

slides that follow to identify reasons 

why people went on pilgrimage on 

check sheet handout 

 

PPT 20: Plenary - set up homework and 

distribute handouts of Roger/Mary and 

York/Canterbury shrines 

 

PPT 21: True/false exercise as roundup 


